What do I want to get out of camp? &5

PREPARING FOR BP NATIONAL YouTH CAMP 06

PERSONAL DAILY DEVOTION

1John 2:5
But whoso keepeth His word,

in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in Him.



The Desperate Need Of The Hour

Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not
that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou
camest forth from God. Jesus answered them, Do ye now be-
lieve?

John 16:30-31

Tuesday | 28.11

D ear Heavenly Father,

N ow we believe. . . ." But Jesus asks, "Do you . . . ?
Indeed the hour is coming . . . that you . . . will
leave Me alone" (John 16:3432). Many Christian workers

have left Jesus Christ alone and yet tried to serve Him out

of a sense of duty, or because they sense a need as a result
of their own discernment. The reason for this is actually

the absence of the resurrection life of Jesus. Our soul has

gotten out of intimate contact with God by leaning on our
own religious understanding (see Proverbs 3:56). This is

not deliberate sin and there is no punishment attached to
it. But once a person realizes how he has hindered his

understanding of Jesus Christ, and caused uncertainties,

sorrows, and difficulties for himself, it is with shame and
remorse that he has to return.

We need to rely on the resurrection life of Jesus on a

much deeper level than we do now. We should get in the

habit of continually seeking His counsel on everything,
instead of making our own commonsense decisions and

then asking Him to bless them. He cannot bless them; it is
not in His realm to do so, and those decisions are severed

from reality. If we do something simply out of a sense of

duty, we are trying to live up to a standard that competes
with Jesus Christ. We become a prideful, arrogant person,

thinking we know what to do in every situation. We have

put our sense of duty on the throne of our life, instead of
enthroning the resurrection life of Jesus. We are not told

to "walk in the light" of our conscience or in the light of a
sense of duty, but to "walk in the light as He is in the

light. . ." (1 John 1:7). When we do something out of a

sense of duty, it is easy to explain the reasons for our
actions to others. But when we do something out of obe-

dience to the Lord, there can be no other explanation-just

obedience. That is why a saint can be so easily ridiculed
and misunderstood.




Risking Your Life

Therefore | endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may
also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory.

2 Timothy 2:10

Monday | 27.11

D ear Heavenly Father,

I t was the kind of moment that people have nightmares
about. A tanker truck filled with 2,500 gallons of pro-

pane gas caught fire while parked at a fuel storage ware-
house. The flames shot 30 to 40 feet out of the back of the

truck and quickly spread to a loading dock. Several large

tanks nearby were in danger of exploding.

At that point, the plant manager, after helping to rescue
the badly burned driver, jumped into the cab and drove

the blazing truck away from the warehouse. His quick

action and courage saved lives.

The apostle Paul also risked his life on behalf of others (2
Timothy 2:10). He was stoned and left to die (Acts 14:19).

On another occasion he was mobbed, whipped, and im-
prisoned (16:2223). Three times he was shipwrecked, and

he was beaten many times with lashes and rods (2 Corin-

thians 11:2328). Why did Paul willingly endure such
suffering? He was thinking in terms of eternal fire and

eternal life, so he gladly undertook the risk.

Do we see the danger as clearly as Paul did? Do we take

advantage of opportunities to go to the rescue of people
who need the good news of Christ? Are we filled with the

same sense of purpose that caused Paul to endure all
things for the sake of the lost?

What risks do we take if we dare to tell others about Je-

sus? Physical harm? Verbal abuse? Rejection? Ridicule?

Loss of possessions? Other?

It's risky to go out on a limb| but that's where the fruit is.
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For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly D
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this ear Heavenly Father
present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no man despise thee.

Titus 2:11-15

W ho is a servant of God? Ask the average church
goer that question, and he will most likely point

to his pastor or some Christian celebrity. He almost cer-
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a mixed-up idea that believers are separated into ser-
vants| that is, individuals in full -time ministry | and

laypeople. The Bible contains no such distinction; instead,

Paul reminds the Ephesians that believers are saved so
that they might serve (Ephesians 2:10).

If there were no other reasons to serve God except grati-
tude for salvation, that would be cause enough. We are
rescued from torment and given eternal life with the Holy
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and we have no right to withhold our gifts or time.
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appeals for help, most of his parishioners are sure he is
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is our master, we are committing |-dolatry. Anything
given first place over God| including selfish desires| is
an idol.

Service is not an option. The Lord calls us to be servants
so that we can invest our lives in an eternally valuable
purpose| the salvation and discipleship of unbelievers
for His glory. Our job may be insignificant or our limita-
tions possibly great, but we are vessels of Christ with a
role in the kingdom.




Living With Purpose Wednesday I 2211

And straightway He constrained His disciples to get into the

ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while He D

sent away the people. ear Heavenly Father,
Mark 6:45

W e tend to think that if Jesus Christ compels us to
do something, and if we are obedient to Him, He
will lead us to great success. We should never have the
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us. In fact, His purpose may be exactly the opposite. We
have the idea that God is leading us toward a particular
end or a desired goal, but He is not. The question of
whether or not we arrive at a particular goal is of little
importance, and reaching it becomes merely an episode
along the way. What we see as only the process of reach-
ing a particular end, God sees as the goal itself.
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may be, His purpose is for me to depend on Him and on
His power now. If | can stay calm, faithful, and uncon-
fused while in the middle of the turmoil of life, the goal of
the purpose of God is being accomplished in me. God is
not working toward a particular finish | His purpose is
the process itself. What He desires for me is that | see
"Him walking on the sea" with no shore, no success, nor
goal in sight, but simply having the absolute certainty
that everything is all right because | see "Him walking on
the sea" ( Mark 6:49 ). It is the process, not the outcome,
that is glorifying to God.
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very minute, not for sometime in the future. We have
nothing to do with what will follow our obedience, and
we are wrong to concern ourselves with it. What people
call preparation, God sees as the goal itself.
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the storms of my life right now. If we have a further goal
in mind, we are not paying enough attention to the pre-
sent time. However, if we realize that moment -by-
moment obedience is the goal, then each moment as it
comes is precious.

Loving The Lost Think of people you know who are
without Christ. They don't have to
die without Him! Jesus said,
"Whoever lives and believes in Me

shall never die" (John 11:26).

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent
me, and to finish His work. Say not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest? behold, | say unto you, Lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest.

John4:34-35 Sunday | 26.11
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one that will determine whether or not we have lived a ear Heavenly Father,
worthwhile life. What sadder experience could there be

than to come to the end and discover that we have lived for

things that are going up in smoke. And what more exciting

experience could there be than to realize we have been
faithful and lived for the things that really count.

What is one way to keep these priorities in check? Imagine
that you have just died and are standing face-to-face with
Jesus. What will you wish had been the most important
cares in your life at that time? Will they be TV, internet,
I Rx1 OUBPYI WEEUOwW x1 Ox01 zUw OxPODOOUOWUUUEDI UrxrpPOUOU
selfish fleshly desires? Or will it be what it was for Paul the
apostle| the ones God allowed him to lead to Christ and
disciple?
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joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence
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instrument in leading many of them to Christ and then
caring for them as a nursing mother does to her own chil-
dren to help them grow (1 Thess. 2:7). Because he lived for
people, not things, the day he anticipated seeing Christ face
-to-face was to be his most exciting one ever.

We all need to see people as God sees them. But that revela-
tion also brings responsibility. Solomon pleaded, "Deliver
those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those
stumbling to the slaughter" (Proverbs 24:11). He also
warned that once our eyes are opened we can't pretend we
don't know what to do. God, who weighs our hearts and
keeps our souls, knows that we know, and holds us respon-
sible to act (v.12).

Live life from heaven backwards. Whatever is going to be
important then, make it important now. When you stand
before Christ, there will be no remorse or regrets. That
thought alone ought to motivate us to introduce a lost per-
son to Christ.
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Faith

Love can make the feet move more swiftly, but faith is
the foot which carries the soul. Faith is the oil enabling
the wheels of holy and earnest devotion to move well.
Without faith the wheels are taken from the chariot, and
we drag heavily. With faith | can do all things. Without
faith 1 will neither have the inclination nor the power to
do anything in the service of God. Men who serve God
the best, are men of with great faith. Little faith will save
a man, but little faith cannot do great things for God. Lit-
tle faith stands disheartened and discouraged, mixing her
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pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through
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streams at once.

Would you be comfortable and happy? Would you have
the religion of cheerfulness and not that of gloom? Then
have faith in God.

If you love darkness and are satisfied to dwell in gloom
and misery, then be content with little faith; but if you
love the sunshine and would sing songs of rejoice, covet
earnestly this bestgift| ? T Ul EQwi EDUT 2 3 w
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1 shallow place in a body of water, such as a river, where one can cross by walking |
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And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for,
behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the LORD: but thy
life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou
goest.

Jeremiah 45:5

promise given for hard places, and a promise of

safety and life in the midst of tremendous pressure, a
life “for a prey." It may well adjust itself to our own times,
which are growing harder as we near the end of the age,
and the Tribulation times.

What is the meaning of “a life for a prey"? It means a life
snatched out of the jaws of the destroyer, as David
snatched the lamb from the lion. It means not removal from
the noise of the battle and the presence of our foes; but it
means a table in the midst of our enemies, a shelter from
the storm, a fortress among the foe, a life preserved in the
face of continual pressure: Paul's healing when pressed out
of measure so that he despaired of life; Paul's Divine help
when the thorn remained, but the power of Christ rested
upon him and the grace of Christ was sufficient. Lord, give
me my life for a prey, and in the hardest places help me
today to be victorious. --Days of Heaven upon Earth

We often pray to be delivered from calamities; we even
trust that we shall be; but we do not pray to be made what
we should be, in the very presence of the calamities; to live
in the middle of them, as long as they last, in the conscious-
ness that we are, held and sheltered by the Lord, and can
therefore remain in the midst of them, so long as they con-
tinue, without any hurt.

For forty days and nights, the Saviour was kept in the pres-
ence of Satan in the wilderness, and that, under circum-
stances of special trial, His human nature being weakened
by want of food and rest. The furnace was heated seven
times more than it was wont to be heated, but the three
Hebrew children were kept a season amid its flames as
calm and composed in the presence of the tyrant's last ap-
pliances of torture, as they were in the presence of himself
before their time of deliverance came. And the livelong
night did Daniel sit among the lions, and when he was
taken up out of the den, "no manner of hurt was found
upon him, because he believed in his God." They dwelt in
the presence of the enemy, because they dwelt in the pres-
ence of God.

D ear Heavenly Father,




Friday | 24.11

D ear Heavenly Father,

Triumphing Over Temptation

And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts.
Galatians 5:24

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
Colossians 3: 2-3

here is a great difference between being carnal

(living after the flesh) and being spiritual. This fact is
little understood or pondered. The Christian who walks
in the Spirit, and has crucified the flesh, is spiritual
(Galatians 5:24). The Christian who walks after the flesh

and wishes to please the flesh, is carnal (Romans 13:14).

The Galatians, who had begun in the Spirit, reverted to a
life in the flesh. Yet there were among them some spiri-
tual members, who were able to restore the wandering
with true meekness.

With the carnal Christian, there may be the appearance of
virtue and zeal for God and His service, but it is for the
most part a manifestation of human power. With the
spiritual Christian, on the other hand, there is a complete
submission to the leading of the Spirit, a sense of personal
weakness and total dependence on the work of Christ- it
is a life of abiding fellowship with Christ brought into
being by the Spirit.

A tremendous change is in store for the carnal Christian
who would become truly spiritual. A great deal depends
upon our realizing not only who God is but who we are
and what our relationship to God is. The question is Who
are you? Meditation, a quiet, solitary place and diligent
prayer are indispensable, along with the end of all confi-
dence in self.

Who am 1? Let me think about who | am and not be afraid
to tell God who it is that shall meet with Him and spend
the day. | know, by the Word and Spirit of God, that | am
in Christ and that my life is hid with Christ in God. | in

Christ, | died to sin and the world. | am taken out of
them, separated from them, and delivered from their
power. | have been raised together with Christ and in
Him | live unto God. Because my life is hid with Christ in
God, | come to God to claim and obtain the divine life
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It is the everlasting faithfulness of God that makes a Bible
promise "exceeding great and precious" (2 Peter 1:4) Hu-
man promises are often worthless and many broken
promises has left broken hearts. But since the world was
made, God has never broken a single promise made to
one of His trusting children.

Oh, it is sad for a poor Christian to stand at the very door
of a promise during a dark night of affliction, being afraid
to turn the knob and thereby come boldly into the shelter
as a child entering his Father's house.Gurnal.

Every promise of God is built upon four pillars: The first
two are His justice and holiness, which will never allow
Him to deceive us. The third is His grace or goodness,
which will not allow Him to forget. And the forth is His
truth, which will not allow Him to change, which enables
Him to accomplish what He has promised.

Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer except that which lies
outside the will of God.

hu




Saturday | 25.11

D ear Heavenly Father,

Big Mouth Christians

Therefore now, LORD, let the thing that thou hast spoken
concerning thy servant and concerning his house be established
for ever, and do as thou hast said. Let it even be established,
that thy name may be magnified for ever, saying, The LORD of
hosts is the God of Israel, even a God to Israel: and let the house
of David thy servant be established before thee.

1 Chronicles 17:23-24

his is a one of the most blessed aspect of genuine

prayer. Often we ask for things that God has not
specifically promised. Therefore we are not sure if our
petitions are in line with His purpose, until we have per-
severed for some time in prayer. Yet on some occasions,
and this was one in the life of David, when we are fully
persuaded that what we are asking is in accordance with
God's will. We feel led to take up and plead some prom-
ise from the pages of Scripture, under the special impres-
sion that it contains a message for us. At such times, in
confident faith, we say, "Do as You promised."

Hardly any stance could be more completely beautiful,

strong, or safe, than that of putting your finger on a
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anguish, struggle, or wrestling but simply presenting the

check and asking for cash. It is as simple as producing the

promise, and claiming its fulfillment. Nor will there be

any doubt or cloudiness about the request. This would

give much interest to prayer, if all request were more

definite. It is far better to claim a few things specifically

than to make twenty vague requests. F. B. Meyer.

Every promise of Scripture is a letter from God, which we
may plead before Him with this reasonable request: "Do
as You promised." Our Creator will never cheat His crea-
ture who depend upon His truth. And even more, our
Heavenly Father will never break His word to His own
child.

"Remember the word unto thy servant, on which thou

hast caused me to hope" (Psalms 119:49). This is a very
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Will You now disappoint the hope that You Yourself

have brought forth within me? C. H. Spurgeon.

that is hidden in Him for my needs this day.
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reverence. Seek and expect nothing less than grace to live

out here on earth the hidden life of heaven. | can say with
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for Christ to be revealed by the Father within my heart.
Nothing less can satisfy me. My life is hidden with Christ

in God. He can be my life in no other way than as He is in
my heart | can be content with nothing less than Christ in

my heart- Christ as my Saviour from sin, Christ as the gift

EQEWEUDOT I Uwhi w&OEzUwOOY]I Ow" T UDUUwWEUwOawbOEPRPI 00

and Friend.




